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On Thursday, November 11th we will celebrate 

Veteran’s Day. We honor the service that these 

individuals have provided to our country. Serving in 

our Armed Forces is one of the noblest ways we can 

practice our citizenship. Many people, who have not 

served, don’t understand the level of commitment and 

sacrifice that is involved in serving your country.  

Personal freedoms and expressions are limited for 

good order and discipline. I have personally served 22 

years in the Navy, specifically in the Submarine Force 

in which much of that time was spent on operational 

units which were at sea defending democracy. My 

family also endured these long periods of separation 

and to that end I consider the families Veterans also.  

My veteran story is not unique here at EB. Many of 

your co-workers or members of their family are 

Veterans, and their sacrifice and commitment was no 

less. In fact some of your co-workers have family 

members who gave, as President Abraham Lincoln 

said at Gettysburg, the “last full measure of devotion” 

when they paid the ultimate price for freedom.  

20 years ago we were reminded once again about that 

price. After the attacks on 9/11/01 we were reminded 

that while we have a military that projects power we 

must always be vigilant here at home. As we were 

recovering from the collapse of the World Trade 

Towers, there was a great up-swell of enlistment into 

the Armed Forces. Now, 20 years later, we are seeing 

some of the after-effects of the global war on 

terrorism, specifically in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

You will be hard pressed to find someone who wears, 

or has worn the uniform that has not been directly 

affected by a loss, both in service and after as a result 

of their service. The EB Veterans Network (EBVN) 

has been revitalized and is active in supporting our 

employee-veterans. We have site leads at QP, New 

London and Groton and if you are interested in 

helping out please reach out. And if you are a Veteran 

or know a Veteran who is struggling and needs help 

there are some resources below: 

Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1 

EB Employee Assistance Program 1-800-526-3485 

I speak for each member of the EBVN leadership 

team, as we hope you have a wonderful Veteran’s Day 

and ask you to take a moment to reflect on the price 

that has been paid, and the price we continue to pay 

for our freedom.  

We got your six. 

 

 

 

Greg Wong, MMC(SS) Retired 

Director of Planning 

EBVN President 

 

What is Veterans’ Day to You? 

GROTON 
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The Electric Boat Veterans Network (EBVN) was recently invited to a "Lunch and Learn" session hosted by 
General Dynamics Mission Systems with General James "MadDog" Mattis. 

While among this group he may need no introduction, General Mattis retired from the Marine Corps after 44 
years of faithful service in which he commanded troops in the Gulf War, Iraq War and the War in 
Afghanistan. After his time in uniform was done, he continued to serve as the 26th Secretary of Defense 
from 2017–2019. 

EBVN will be hosting a WebEx watch party on Monday, November 8 from 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. at 
New London in Building 800, Terrace B. Seating will be limited and will be on a first come, first served 
basis. There is no shop order for this event; participants must attend on their own time. For those unable to 
attend, an email will be sent out following the event with a link to view the recording. If you would like to 
attend, please reach out to us at EBVN@gdeb.com.   

Hope to see you there! 

EBVN Leadership 
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Kevin Graney Business Update 

It’s been about two months since my last business update, so today I’m going to share with you our latest progress. Since there’s 
quite a lot of information, I’ll break up the podcast into two parts: Groton today and Quonset Point next week. 

Thursday, October 14th, was a great day—we certified the USS South Dakota, SSN 790, and the USS Delaware, SSN 791, for 
Unrestricted Operations and Unrestricted Use, completing their Post Shakedown Availabilities (PSAs).  

The 790 PSA and modernization featured several enhancements that are firsts for the Virginia Program.  

By my discussions with some of the Navy leadership, some of what they’re seeing in terms of performance is, to quote them, “eye 
watering,” and we can’t wait to hear how that ship is performing. 

I’d like to thank the 790 team who worked many long days, pulling off all-nighters in some cases, to get everything installed, get 
the boat certified and now through sea trials. All the time and effort the team put in was rewarded when sea trials showed that our 
improvements work and the boat performed well. The Navy is anxious to get the 790 through the rest of its testing and on mission 
to counter emerging threats. 

I’d also like to thank the folks who worked on the 791 boat PSA. The team dealt with many curve balls that were not anticipated 
when that availability began. This meant the work had to be re-planned to be conducted in Graving Dock 1 rather than in the water, 
dockside. In addition to removing and replacing the bow dome, which is the first time we’ve ever done that job, and performing 
work on external components, the team took on much unanticipated work. The 791 team was nimble and dealt with multiple 
surprises as they came up. A special thanks to Dan Vieira for his leadership through a tough avail.  

And thanks to everyone who participated on the 790 and 791 availability teams for their hard work and dedication to the mission. 

In other boat news, 797, PCU Iowa, achieved pressure hull complete on October 22nd— about one week ahead of schedule—
congratulations to the team for reaching this important milestone, and the fact that we’re doing it early means a lot. The 793, PCU 
Oregon, is getting ready for fast cruise in late November and sea trials in late November/early December. Also, the team docked 
USS Hartford in Graving Dock 2 on Tuesday in preparation for her Engineered Overhaul. This is an important project for Groton 
because it gives us an opportunity to continue to develop our maintenance and modernization capability while we grow the team in 
preparation for Columbia in the coming years.  

Our Groton construction projects supporting Columbia module assembly are proceeding on schedule. Steel erection on the South 
Yard Assembly building is about 65% complete, and we’ve just set the 11th truss. We’ve poured concrete for the first two 
mezzanine decks and commenced steel erection for the utility building. Soon we’ll see the team begin installing the insulated metal 
panels that form the building’s skin.  

Our transportation projects are on schedule to support Columbia module delivery as well. The new barge Holland will arrive in 
Groton on November 29th. We’ve commenced the north pier project to support berthing of Holland. Our new floating dry dock we 
will use to build Columbia is being assembled at Bollinger Shipyards down in Louisiana.  

Thanks to Joe Drake and his team for keeping these construction projects on schedule. The Columbia program, as you well know, 
is our nation’s number-one defense acquisition priority. She will carry about 70% of the US nuclear arsenal, and we are proud to 
be bringing her to the U.S. fleet, on schedule. 

In other construction news, we topped out steel erection for the Emergency Control Center building on October 20th and will break 
ground on the COATS/pre-commissioning unit crew project the week of November 15th.  That will be in the South Yard not too 
far away from where the fire station and the MCA building are.  

Meeting our goals is critical to our business success, but safety remains my number-one priority. I’m asking for your help to 
improve our overall safety performance. In particular, we’ve been seeing more sprain/strain injuries, employees being injured 
going to and from the job site and eye injuries related to employees putting on and taking off PPE. Please be aware of your 
surroundings and commit to having each other’s backs on safety. If we all keep that mindset, we can make strides toward an injury
-free workplace. Your behavior plays a role in our safety performance. You need a frame of mind that assumes the next injury can 
and will happen to you, rather than the other way around.  A lot of people think injuries happen to other people and “not to me.” 
Ask anyone who’s been injured and they will tell you they’ve learned their lesson the hard way.  Don’t learn your lesson the hard 
way. 

I also want to let you know that this morning the White House issued updated guidance related to vaccine requirements for 
employers. It includes an extension of the vaccine deadline to January 4th. We are continuing to work with the Navy to get clarity 
on how this will impact us.   

In the meantime, I encourage everyone to get vaccinated if you haven’t already done that. And for those of you who have, thank 
you for taking that step.   

Since the start of the pandemic, we have worked together to keep each other safe and minimize the spread of the virus while 
staying on mission. I appreciate your continued commitment to our mission. 

Next week I’ll provide you with an update on progress at Quonset Point. 

Please stay safe; we’ll talk again soon. 



 

 Please submit vaccination cards to 

ProofOfCovidVaccination@gdeb.com 

BE TH EST 
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No Current Traffic/Parking Announcements 

SAFETY MESSAGE OF THE WEEK 

Be mindful of cold temperatures - wear layers! 

The Groton WIB is produced by EB Communications.  
To submit ideas, contact rmarques@gdeb.com 

2021 Ornaments in stock!!! 

 Tons of boots! 

 Carhartt & Timberland apparel 
 Custom Order Jackets, 
Rainwear, Boots, etc. 
 

Hours of Operation 

Bldg 88: 8am to 4pm 

Bldg 104: 8am to 4pm  

New London: 7am to 2pm (M-W) 

                        7am to 1:30pm (Th) 


